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of its international trade commitments, and
to determine what impact Korea’s subsidy
plans would have on U.S. agricultural inter-
ests, especially in Japan.
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NOTICES OF HEARINGS

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a full committee hearing has been
scheduled before the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

The hearing will take place on Tues-
day, February 2, 1999, at 9:30 a.m. in
room SD–106 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building in Washington, DC.

The purpose of this hearing is to con-
sider the nomination of Carolyn L.
Huntoon to be an Assistant Secretary
of the Department of Energy for Envi-
ronmental Management.

For further information, please con-
tact David Dye of the committee staff
at (202) 224–0624.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that an oversight hearing has been
scheduled before the full Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources. The
purpose of this hearing is to review the
Recreation Fee Demonstration Pro-
gram.

The hearing will take place on Thurs-
day, February 4, 1999, at 10 a.m. in
room SD–106 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building in Washington, DC.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send two
copies of their testimony to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, United States Senate, SD–364
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC 20510–6150.

For further information, please con-
tact Jim O’Toole of the committee
staff at (202) 224–6969.
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

UNIFORMED SERVICES FILING
FAIRNESS ACT

∑ Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I am
proud to cosponsor this bill, with Sen-
ator COVERDELL and others, to provide
a 2-month extension to file federal
taxes for U.S. military personnel who
are on duty abroad.

Current Treasury regulations allow
military personnel to file federal tax
forms on June 15 rather than April 15.
However, filers who elect to use this
exception are still subject to interest
and penalties during that two-month
grace period.

This legislation codifies the existing
Treasury regulations and adds a waiver
of the interest and penalties that could

be charged during the two-month grace
period against military personnel who
elect to take the filing exception.

Military personnel, serving their
country overseas are often isolated
from the resources necessary to pre-
pare their tax returns. The Internal
Revenue Service and the Department
of the Treasury recognized this reality
and provided our nation’s military per-
sonnel with a much-needed two-month
grace period to file their taxes.

However, it is inconsistent to grant a
grace period for filers, but to penalize
those who take it. These brave men
and women have not committed any
wrongdoing; all they are doing is serv-
ing their country.

Travel to remote regions is inherent
to military service. In 1998 alone, the
United States had approximately 37,000
men and women deployed to the Per-
sian Gulf region, preparing to go into
combat, if so ordered. There were also
8,000 American troops deployed in Bos-
nia, and another 70,000 U.S. military
personnel deployed in support of other
commitments worldwide. That is a
total of 108,000 women and men de-
ployed outside of the United States,
away from their primary home, pro-
tecting and furthering the freedoms we
Americans hold so dear.

We cannot afford to discourage mili-
tary service by penalizing military per-
sonnel with interest and penalties
merely because the unique characteris-
tics of their job makes it difficult to
file their taxes on time. Military serv-
ice entails sacrifice, such as long peri-
ods of time away from friends and fam-
ily and the constant threat of mobiliza-
tion into hostile territory. We must
not use the tax code to heap additional
burdens upon our women and men in
uniform.

This measure will restore equity and
consistency to this tax provision, and,
at the same time, provide a small
measure of tax relief to our men and
women in the military.

I urge my colleagues to join me and
my other cosponsors to support this
much-needed measure.∑
f

TRIBUTE TO MAJ. GEN. WILLIAM
P. BLAND, JR.

∑ Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor Major General William
P. Bland, Jr., a native of Statesboro,
Georgia, who after more than four dec-
ades of dedicated service to the State
of Georgia and to this country as an of-
ficer in the Georgia National Guard, is
retiring and coming home to the Sa-
vannah area. On January 31, 1999, Maj.
Gen. Bland will be honored during a re-
tirement ceremony at the 165th Airlift
Wing’s headquarters in Savannah,
where he started his career with the
Georgia Air National Guard in 1962.

General Bland began his military
service with the 165th Tactical Airlift
Group in Savannah and later served as
Deputy Commander of the Air National
Guard at Air National Guard Support
Center at Andrews Air Force Base.

During the past eight years he has
served as the Adjutant General for
Georgia during which time he and his
staff responded to blizzards and floods,
directed 15,000 National Guardsmen for
Olympic security, beefed up training
for Guard volunteers, upgraded the
state’s military capabilities and reor-
ganized the state defense department.
As adjutant general, Bland led the
Georgia Department of Defense and
commanded more than 12,000 volunteer
and full-time members of the Georgia
Army and Air National Guards.

Bill’s most challenging year as adju-
tant general came in 1996. He super-
vised the largest relocation of an Air
National Guard unit in history with
the move of the 116th Bomb Wing,
which included 1,000 people and eight
B–1 bomber airplanes, to Robins Air
Force Base near Macon. The bomb
wing’s move helps ensure Robins’ fu-
ture as a military base because the B–
1 is one of the Air Force’s newest
bombers and will remain in active serv-
ice for many years to come. Bland also
oversaw the 48th Infantry Brigade’s de-
ployment to the National Training
Center at Fort Irwin, California, and
witnessed the deployment of two units
of the Georgia Army National Guard to
Bosnia.

However, the most demanding duty
in Bland’s career came with the 1996
Olympics in Atlanta when he organized
15,000 National Guard volunteers from
47 states to help with security. Most
recently he restructured the state De-
partment of Defense by changing the
department’s contracting system and
placing the Army and Air Guard re-
cruiting under one office.

General Bland has made a positive
impact on the lives of many Americans
and personifies the definition of a true
and loyal American who sets the stand-
ard for all citizens to live by. He is an
outstanding example to his family and
friends, and has been an asset to the
many communities, states and nations
that he has touched over the years.

Mr. President, I would like to honor
and commend Major General William
Bland for his outstanding and innumer-
able contributions over the years to
the State of Georgia and to our entire
nation, and I ask my colleagues to join
me in saluting and congratulating Bill
on his retirement and in wishing him
many more joyous and successful years
to come.∑
f

SOLDIERS, SAILORS, AND
AIRMEN’S BILL OF RIGHTS

∑ Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I am
pleased to join my colleagues on the
Armed Services Committee in sponsor-
ing the Soldiers, Sailors, and Airmen’s
Bill of Rights. This legislation address-
es the critical need of improving reten-
tion in our military services. The
President’s Budget has too long ig-
nored the challenges facing our mili-
tary recruiters as they competed
against the civilian sector for highly
skilled personnel. For too long, we
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